Comments on 10/00953/PPP
Application for planning permission in principle for redevelopment of site for
affordable housing and housing for sale with ancillary community facilities and

associated landscaping and public realm. See Sighthill location

I went to look at the plans, and have the following comments:

1.

2.

proposed at-grade crossing of Calder Rd to replace underpass: that's good;

the layout of the circulation of traffic, dividing the site into a 'west' half and an
'east' half, and access from Broomhouse Rd and Sighthill Court not Calder Rd,
is also good;

location of community facilities - shops, library, comm centre - at west of site
makes good sense, being close to a well-used road (S'hill Ct), the colleges, and
Medical Centre;

residential cycle parking is ample and well-located;

need for an east-west cycle route through the site: Napier Univ and Stevenson
College lie immediately west of the site. These are major cycle
sources/destinations. The site could thus offer a quiet east-west route, away
from the A71 but parallel with it to the north. (Note that the colleges also lie to
the north of the main road). The east-west route would run from Sighthill
Court (whence access to the colleges can be gained) to Broomhouse Rd,
whence cycle traffic could either go slightly north or slightly south to pick up
quiet residential roads through Broomhouse to the city centre and other Napier
campuses. This east-west route could also be used by the residents to access
the community facilities at west end of site. The route could use the access
roads at each end, but there is a section in the middle not clearly demarcated,
according to the plans - this needs to be marked out in some way as a
ped/cycle route. The route should be clearly marked and signed throughout,
including signage to the colleges. The signage, and actual use of the route,
would help make the residential community feel part of the outside world, and
increase security.

need for temporary east-west route: the east-west street which currently runs
along the northern edge of the site, Sighthill Bank, at present forms a quiet
east-west route from the colleges to Broomhouse Rd. The proposals include
closing this street during the period of re-development (indeed, permanently).
We appreciate the need for closure of the whole site, but we would like a
temporary ped/cycle path along the northern edge, to replace Sighthill Bank
during the period of construction.

Peter Hawkins
CTC Lothians


http://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=55.924021,-3.282602&num=1&t=h&sll=55.920943,-3.287391&sspn=0.006295,0.006295&ie=UTF8&ll=55.924081,-3.282681&spn=0.002861,0.008991&z=16
http://citydev-portal.edinburgh.gov.uk/publicaccess/tdc/DcApplication/application_detailview.aspx?caseno=L0T6RDEW00Q00

